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Sir GEORGE SAVILLE, Bt. 
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81, 

Lrnouen the following Epiſtle 
14 belongs to You, yet I feel a 
neceſſity of prefixing this to it, to 
apologiſe, in ſome reſpeds, for this 


freedom with your leiſure, The nature 
of 
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of hal for n it Fs are "fo 
'y, manifold and deplorable, that, _ al- 
though their complaints may come 
home to moſt men's hearts and feelings, 
„ e the moſt upright Man, 
the moſt judicious and ſenſible of the 
Britiſh Senate, muſt bear it in his hand, 
to give a ſanction to my pleading, ad 
a a countenance to its introduction. 


When I caſt about for a character, 
that can boaſt of being a Patriot to his 
Country, a Patron to Genius, a Pro- 
tector of the Rights and Liberties of 
Mankind and the Conſtitution, and a 
Reliever of the neceſſities of the Weak, 
the Poor, and Indigent ; when ſuch a 
Member of the Britiſh Parliament muſt 
be the cynoſure by which I ſteer, it 
does not remain in doubt a moment, 


| whether or not SIR GEORGE SAVILLE 1 
| Dd | 


08 
Bo 
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s bo the pion fleced'; and PERL "4 


t a ſmall compliment to the 
"6ſt of the Houſe of Common, yet I 
believe moſt of the Members will 4 

* to hy choice. | | | 


* dy ale is a bold one, it is 4* 
40 a juſt one: I mean no Alattery" 4 — 
but to draw the faithfull portrait of a 
good Man, without any glare or var- 


: tp 


niſh, ſo peculiar to our modern painters. 
I any now, Sir George, to ſolicit your 
peruſal of the following pages; and 
then I mean to be guided by your 
ſuperior judgement and ability for the 
relief of the Widow and the Fatherleſs. 


This undertaking adds vigour to my 2 
conduct; nor do I doubt of ſucceſs, 
if You end to protect it. The 
trouble I may give you will be moſt 
amply made up to your heart and feel- 
ing, when it produces comfort to the + 


ſick 


fich Fe) hungry. But 
chis is a Public Cauſe on which I have 
raum you forth, yet ſome apology 
ought to be made on my part, at which 
I am extremely auk ward; for I wanted 
the beſt good Man of chis kingdom to 
a+ protect and nouriſh the propoſition; 
and as you had no competitor, there 
was no alternative for, SIR, 
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Pour moſt devoted, 

75 7 | | : | 2 _ : a . 15 
And obliged humble ſervant, 
7% * Yo * 
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cask or rns WIDOWS. 


oF THE 
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OFF ICERS or THE NAVY, &c. 


SIN. 
HE diſtreſſed ſituation of the Widows 


committees of the Navy Captains, and even 


the Legiſlature. Many gentlemen have ſtood © 
forth to reſcue them from penury, with all 
he zeal and charity peculiar to the generous 


9 diſpoſition of Engliſhmen; and all have been 


E: obliged to relinquiſh the purſuit, though ſs 


very meritorious, by the oppoſitiog of diffi- 


culties, which appeared almoſt inſurmount- 
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of Naval Officers hath drawn the 
attention repeatedly of generous individuals, 
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LS], 
After ſuch diſcouragement, I can hardly 
flatter myſelf with gaining the goal, when 
ſo many impediments obſtruct the courſe, 
whereon the rice is to be performed. But, 
ſtimulated and led by the goodneſs of the 
cauſe, I have ventured once more to try my 
pinions; nor do I dread a vain Icarian flight, 
when I conſider the natural clemency and 1 
humanity of an Engliſh Parliament, and the 
univerſal love and affection which You poſſeſs # 
and profeſs for mankind. Theſe are the 


hopes which have buoyed me up to perform 


this taſk ; nor do I doubt of ſucceeding, 
when I conſider the neceſſity of the buſineſs, 
and the goodneſs of the hearts of thoſe who 
are to grant the implored relief. X 

» Toyou, Sir, I muſt apologiſe for my pre- 
ſumption, : as I have already ſaid, that great and 
able men have given up the race, having tried 
their ſtrength without ſucceſs. TI do not 
mean to intimate that I have more ſtrength, 
fortitude, or ability: 2 confeſs, that when 

ö weighed in the ſcale, Jam more wanting; 


and therefore, the only hope I have, is, that 
. the 


13 
the humane and generous will ſecond my en- 3 
deavours; and that, by a lively and faithful de- 
q | 12 of the diſtreſſes of theſe moſt deſerving 
and unfortunate LADIES, I may move the 
eder of the Legiſlature to relieve their 
wants and gnawing miſeries. If in any 
reſpect the following deſcription ſhould be 
dig to the 9: completion of ſuch buſineſs, I 
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* | moſt meritorious FE of my life. 


I F Since many have done me the honour, to 


F E aſk a State and Explanation of the condition 
3 of the Widows on the liſt, I have flattered 
F myſelf, that their diſtreſſes have moved ſome 
4 —_— for their miſeries; and that zeal 
1 ſo wound u p will revolve with greater 
J power, when actuated by, ſo great a weight 5 
A. f misfortune, : 

I The penfions of the naval. widows were 

ſtabliſned in the year 1732, when the 

43 neceſſaries of life were cheaper, and money 
was of more value: at that time, and in the 


war, they generally paid them annually the 


following ſums, and often more. 
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451. per annum to a Captain's widow. 4 
zol. per annum to the widow of a Lieute- 
[nant and Maſter. 
20l. per annum to the widow of a Surgeon, 
Purſer, Gunner, Carpenter, Boat- 
ſwain, and Second Maſter, 


To raiſe the money for the payment of 
theſe penſions, government fixed upon ex- | 
traordinary means; for, inſtead of giving 
a certain ſum out of the monies granted for XZ 
the uſe of the navy, they in fact reduced 
5 every ſhip two men of her full complement, 

i whoſe wages and proviſions were deducted 

yl for the ſupport of the widows; and there- 

ib fore, when an eſtabliſhment was made for a 
0 ſhip, they weakened government itſelf bß | 
weakening her complement: to this was Y 
added three-pence in the pound out of the ® 
wages of every naval officer, and to which $ 
the Admirals pay, though their widows re- 
ceive no benefit from the penſion. Theſe 
means in the day of war completely paid the 

fall allowance, and more; for ſeveral con- 


ſiderable ſums were ſaved in the courſe of 
the 
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1 
the laſt war, which were added to the pen- 


ſions as they decreaſed upon the general 


naval reduction. 
In the time of peace, when the navy is on 


a reduced plan, there is but the proviſion 
and pay of one man allowed to a ſhip for the 
ſupport of the penſioners, which is a de- 
plorable reduction of their ſmall allowance. 
Beſides, there is an oath always required of 
each widow, * that ſhe is not worth one 
« thouſand pounds.” At the time of the 


eſtabliſhment of theſe allowances, a woman 


might have exiſted on 451. a year, but the 


2X intereſt of a thouſand pounds, at four per 
cent. added thereto, does not, at this period, 


make it equal 'to what it was at the firſt 


eſtabliſhment. 
But how will it appear to the humane and 


2X generous, when they are informed, that in- 


ſtead of receiving the eſtabliſhed Penſion, 


they were only paid thus? 
In 1773. | In 1774. 
4. 8 
A captain's widow 18 18 025 4 0 
Lieut. and maſter's do. 12 12 016 16 O 


Warrant officer's do. 8 8 11 4 © 


2-0 
And this reduction is intirely in conſe- 
quence of the difference between the pacific 
and warlike eſtabliſhments of ſervice. 

The ſums arifing from the C. s. d. 
three-pences of the admirals 
balf pay | — 366 3 

Ships books ? — 874 16 6 

Yard books —— — 471 9 0 

Officers half- pay — — — 965 16 3 


I. 


Amount of the half. pay 5 

= pences ——— 2,617 7 6 
i ET | 8 — 08 

i e 


N The money ariſing from the 
[ 


| wages and victuals of the fictitious 
i men on the ſhip's books — 7, 913 43 


The ſum ariſing * the fole 
ſupport of the widows — 10, 330 11 9 


The ſum required to pay _ | 
1 the full penſions —— 24,575 00 O 
—_— ' | 10,530' 11 9 
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it Sum dbkcient in the time 


| WI of peace , — 14.044 8 3 
il 5 | Not- 
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Notwithſtanding, Sir, this is a large ſum 
to private fortunes, and the purſes of indi- 
3 | viduals; nevertheleſs, to government it is 
but a ſmall conſideration, eſpecially when 
we reflect, how many miſerable, needy 
vomen would be comforted and made happy 
L:, the grant thereof, N 
3 What a diſcouraging circumſtance it muſt 
F be to thoſe, who are deſirous of rearing their 
: children for the ſupport of the Britiſh bul- 
1 Ewark, when they reflect, for their long 
7 bervices—and their lives that their widows 
q and children may be left to ſtarve upon 


; 'Y 


4 3 guineas a year! a widow, bred a 
A gentlewoman, and her tender babes lament- 
4 . ng the rigour of their fates, and the penury 
of their parents ! OW 

The piteous pictures of diſtreſs which I 
y pould bring forward, would harrow up the 
1 moſt flinty heart: but it will carry with it 
. appearance of trick, to work upon the 
4 n inds of thoſe—T could wiſh rather in- 
2 Duenced by motives of true generoſity. 
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DL. 
Therefore, to remove this load of diſtreſs, if 
the naval officers in AGE were unanimouſly 
determined to allow an additional three-pence 
in the pound out of their full and half-pay, 
which is all that the — of their * 
will admit of; 
The amount of an additional 

three- pence per pound out of the 

officer's wages . —— — 2,617 16 3 
The whole amount of the 

preſent monies for the widows 10,530 11 9 


13.148 8 o 3 


_— 


Sum required to complete 
«$9373 .9 0 


the penſions 
Sum raiſed, and propoſed to : 
be raiſed | I 3-148 8 o 
Deficient . 15426 12 0 


r 


Where can theſe deplorable 1 
come with their tears, in hope of relief 
but to the Parliament; which has been ever 


forward, to even acknowledge the gallant 
ſervices 


1 


L L unfortunate Ladies? _ 
And ſurely this is but a (all ſum for a 


7 
1 4 
1 
1 
1 


112 
| ſervices of the Huſbands and Children of theſe 


4 nation to grant, to ſave a ſet of virtuous 

characters from miſery, deſpair, and death. 
What can ſo effectually damp the ardour, 

che zeal, the alacrity of ſervice, and the de- 


T4 


1 J ire of ſerving, as for children to turn their eyes 


on the miſerable diſtreſſes of their parents, 
= bring back to their minds their woes 
and ſufferings? Will young men enter into 


T # that ſervice, which they heard their parent 


curſe voy his —_ breath ? 


Will that 


L Y and prompt them to riſk their lives for their 


Rey s good, when they ſee their re- 

wards are beggary and want, after ſpending 
heir conſtitutions for the public ſervice? 

* Some may reply, None but Gentlemen, 


3 Men of Fortune, ſhould go into the navy. I 


wish, in time, the idea is not adopted—1 


1 wih it from my ſoul; becauſe-I am too con- 
* C  fident 
9 


5 6 
fident, that ſuch kind of ſailors will fritter 3 
the glorious ſpunk of an Engliſh mariner to q f 
the light feather of a Frenchman. The 
naval manners of France, the Fops of out. 
Navy are hourly adopting ; nay, boaſting of 7 
their ignorance, and cenſuring the youth 

who preſumes to know more than the ſtem 
from the ſtern. Theſe manners, my Coun- 
trymen, will be your ruin; and, as I am 
certain, from my obſervations in the laſt war, A 
that France can never. conquer this coun- 
try, while our failors maintain their know- 
ledge and proweſs, ſo, on the contrary, I am 
; convinced ſhe can ſucceed but by debauching 
: 1 and ſoftening our manners. = 
E | 1 A rough, boiſterous, gallant aller bas 
ö [| always anſwered the intentions of Admiralty, 
. and done his country's ſervice like a man: 
| I know inſtances to the contrary amongſt 4 
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1 effeminated and diſſolved coxcombs. 1 
lj A Siren hath ever been proverbially fatal 

| | to mariners: I wiſh thoſe of F rance do not 
il work a ſurer ruin with us, than ever thoſe 


= of the Italian ſeas did with the ancient ſailor s. 
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q | It is a due reward for gallant ſervices, and 
3 an extenſion of clemency to proper objects 
in diſtreſs, that muſt animate the youth of 
1 his iſle to endure the hardſhips of the ſeas 
s chearfulneſs and gallantry: when that 
Z is the caſe, ſons will hear their fathers' tales 
| with bluſhing glowing joy, and become He- 
Froes for their Country, devoted, like Curtius, 
for her fame and welfare. But, on the other 


3 and, if only miſery ſtares them in the face, 
is it not natural to turn from a ſcene that has 
proved the ruin of their family? 

1 The numbers of widows on the liſt for 
29772 were very numerous, and many of 
3 0 hem have little or no ſupport but an un- 
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certain penſion. - 


BY: 4 
_ 2 STATE 
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STATE of the Navy OrrIeERS Wipows, $ 
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_ 7he zoth of June, «2 fol 


_ <Wv 


Rank. 


"Annual Full 


penſion 8 


Gunners. 


Captains. | 
Lieutenants. 
1Maſters. 
Boatſwains. 
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5130 


As paid. 


Deficiency- 


L. 


4380 
3140 
2920 
2860 


— 
— — 
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1228 10 
2154 12 
1839 12 
1293 12 
1226 8 


1201 4 


14. 4. 
1696 10 
2975 8 
2540 8 

46 8 
1693 12 
1658 16 


Car nters. | '20 
| Purfer 20 | 1860 
Surgeons. 20 1120 
Sec. * 20 240 
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Many people have had an idea, that great 
ſums are embezzled from the fund of the 4 
widows. This is falſe in itſelf; I have taken ; 
great pains to be juſtly informed thereof. -$ | 
| | The Court of Aſſiſtants, appointed by writ © ; 
| | Teal. to receive and pay the Widows' Penſions, 

| expend no other ſum, out of the money + 

EE received and granted, than nineteen pounds 
il | : and ſix-pence Exchequer fees. Xt 


There is a Secretary appointed at 200l. 
per annum, and one Clerk at gol. but they 
are paid out of the moneys ariſing yearly 
11 7 5 from 


1 ; 


from the receipt of caſh on the offals fold at 


the Victualling-office. 
By the foregoing. account, I flatter myſelf 


4 you will readily perceive the infurmountable 
9 diſtreſſes which theſe women labour under, 
© | and which nothing can relieve but the cle- 
1 mency of Parliament: and when we look 
3% back upon the many thouſands they have 
| k beſtowed—el do {till flatter myſelf, they will 
| & relieve theſe Ladies, who with ſtreaming 
'W tears implore their protection. The ſum, 
L upon an average, required between the years 
w 1772 and 1774, to pay the full penſions, is 
oF about 14,1321. 4s. Id. 1. But when the 
2 1 officers, through the ſervice, make a further 
5 grant of three-pence in the pound out of 
| A their full and half pay, the ſum required 
will then be 11,4261. 128.— This is what 
3 one thouſand Widows upon their knees beg 
of the Britiſh Senate; and I flatter myſelf in 
4% general, when their feelings are properly 
© 4 called forth, that they feel as you do, and 

E | that they will extend their hands, and relieve | 
their bitter diſtreſſes. 
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Some OBSERVATIONS on the Means of raijing 
the preſent Money, and a Method to grant 
the full Sum for the Completion of the Penſions. 


— — — — 
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HE largeſt ſum of money ariſing to the 
widows, is from the wages and pro- 
ons of thoſe fictitious men borne upon 
the books of the ſhips of war, being about 
8 cool. and this money is abſolutely granted 


and raiſed by weakening the complement 


of the ſhip's company. If it is thought 
neceſſary that a ſhip ſhould have two men 
leſs, they may as well be ſtruck off entirely, 
and that ſum allowed out of the moneys 
granted for the uſe of the navy annually by 
Parliament; which would not be, as it is at 

preſent, a fluctuating and uncertain ſum. 
Beſides, if the Legiſlature would ſtoop to 
the diſtreſſes of theſe unfortunate women, 
and grant them the ſame number of fictitious 
men, or widows' men, in the time of peace 
as in war, no Captain could complain of 
"7" wy 


- 
* 


{326-1 
the reduction of his complement ; for he 
has certainly leſs need of them in peace, 


4 be the means of creating univerſal happi- 
1 neſs to a number of ſtarving widows. 

I But if I may dare to dictate, or rather 
3 | recommend, I would wiſh the Houſe of 


relief and pay of Sea-widows, independent 


3 moſt unneceſſary trouble would be ſaved, 
4 N and they would have a certainty to depend 
4 Pros. I need not doubt your great zeal 
; in behalf of the diſtreſſes of theſe unhappy 
women: and I hope from my ſoul, that 
5 ne that univerſal benignity which you 
1 os, will appear ſo conſpicuous to all 
AJ Web Members of the Senate, that the electri- 
1 al flame will be ſo happily communicated, 
7 that none will be found ſo hard, ſo obdurate, 
. as to reſiſt the complaints of the wretched, 
nor ſo deaf as to turn from their diſtreſſes. 


he Houſe, I doubt not but that natural 
"+ clemency 


* 


than in war more eſpecially when it would 


Commons to vote a certain ſum for the 


of the fictitious men; by which means a 


Whenever this cauſe appears at the Bar of | 


16 ] 
clemency, in the breaſts of Engliſhmen, will 1 8 
tranſpire, and appear with a brightneſs be-. 
coming their characters the dignity of their 
Houſe - the glory of the Nation—and the 
honor of our Religion. I muſt now beg 
IP leave to relieve you, without any apologies ; XK 
for no man can be a great man, unleſs a good 
5 man; and no good men will think the 
i time ill beſtowed, when devoted to the peru- 
ſal of a ſubje& that recommends ſo 'glorious 
a charity. I wiſh upon this occaſion, my 
countrymen may join a noble heathen, and Me th 
ſay with Terence, © I am a man—and all ddit 
* calamities which touch humanity come 1 
« home to me.” Af eq 1 EA eace 

| Whatever plan the Legiſlature may adopt, 5 Vid. 
Ef - that leads to relieve their diſtreſſes, will be be ce 
with gratitude received; and indeed, when I 3 0 
conſider the fluctuating ſum ariſing from the |Wicure: 
"ARitious men, I could wiſh a certain ſum 2 | 
was voted by Parliament for the Widows of q 1 
the Navy in general, to be paid half-yearly - 
by the Treaſurer of the Navy. = At 

; 5 Sup- iam: 


EE. = | 
Suppoſing, as in the time of war, the ſum 


A 


: 


paid by the Crown, and what ariſes from the 
Officers' three-pences, is 24575 L. which 
| ompletes the full penſions : 

The ſum allowed by Govern- 

ment in peace, is 7.913 3 3, 
ET he ſum in war ————— 21,958 © 


—_—Uew 


? 29,871 4 3 

Medium ſum 14,935 12 If 

1 theraflich would beſeech of Parliament, 

Bf there is no probability of obtaining the 

N dditional grant, in peace, of 11, 426. 125. to 

Have the medium ſum between the war and 

F eace eſtabliſhments. In ſuch caſe, the 

f Vidows' allowance from the Crown would 
pe We thus : : viz. 


„% 4. 
FO aptains is 12 were [20 17 
Lieutenants 0 30 d reduced, 413 18 
WV arrants 18 20 J 1774, to L 9 5 


1 Theſe certain ſums, regularly paid, would 
be more comfortable to them than the un- 
certain ones at preſent. 

After ſuch conſideration and aid of par- 
Lament, I would recommend to each Corps 
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to make ſuch other Ae addition, 4 
a poundage laid on their pay, as they may 1 
' think moſt meet and eligible; with this 6 | 
diſtinction, that every Officer's Widow ſhall 1 i 
* ſucceed to the benefit of the Subſcription, 
1 whoſe huſband was a Subſcriber, indepen- 
| ? bt dane of the ſtate of her fortune, whether K | 
1604 great or ſmall ; though, as being a charity, 
[ we ſhould flatter ourſelves, that the wealthy 
would bequeath their allowance to ſupport 
the indigent Siſterhood. 
I am now happy to have it in my power 
to obſerve, that, although the Captains of 
the Navy have formed many Committees, 
and have met in vain many times; yet upon 1 
the 14th of February, 1775, the following 1 | 
e of Officers came to the reſolution q 7 
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but of their pay. for the uſe of the preſeat, | 4 | 
and. the Subſcribers future Widows. E 
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PRESI1 D E N T, 
The Hon. Capt. annere, ; 


CAPTA I N, S, 

Arbuthnot, 
Jekyll, 
Phil. AMeck, 
Sir Geo. Collier, 
, Mouat, 

© Paſcal; 
Hon. Con. Phipps, 

and 

Edward Thompfon. 


When the following letter was ordered to 
A be printed for the opinion and conſent of 
5 | e Corps. Having taken into conſidera- 
4 wer tion the deplorable ſtate of the Widows of 
A „Captains of the Navy, the Committee is 
4 of opinion, that the Admirals, Generals, 
; 5 Colonels of Marines, and Captains in 
4 {« general, ſhould allow an additional fix- 
© pence in the pound out of their pay, ſolely 
[ and ſeparately to be appropriated for their 


D 2 «« relief. 


| [a] 
relief. Your conſent is therefore re- 
* queſted, in order to apply to the King and 
«« Council for eſtabliſhing of the ſame.” *n 

This is the -laudable reſolution of the 2 1 
Captains“ for their Widows ;. and I heartily 
recommend the ſame to the conſideration of 3 a 
the other Corps, for the benefit of their | 1 
own Widows, only making their allowance 
Three-pence inſtead of Six - pence. When 
Parliament obſerves, that ; an Officer on 
Half-pay generouſly ſubſcribes from his 
Mi little pittance aur pounds a year, I do flat- 
Wilts ter myſelf they will be moved to make a 
new and additional grant for the better ſup- 
port of theſe miſerable and diſtreſſed Ladies. | Mm 
= Or rather to prevent, fack x 2 Gee our Bicthren 7 
in future that this additional allowance from each claſs of RW 
Officers bg, ſeparately-received by ſuch authority as they ſhall Wl 


: think proper to appoint; that, by an intereſt deducted in future x 
TY oney, this poundage may be taken off the Half- 
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ariſi ment of fix pence 11 7 
paid by the Admirals, Generals, and Colonels of Marines 
(being Sea Officers) and Captains of the Navy in general, by 
their order, into the hands of the Treaſurer appointed for the 
receipt of all Benefactions coming ,to ſuch Charity.? 
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| Wfowed into this Iſland from the Weſt and 
Faſt Indies, have come in upon us in a full 


| \ zundation, and ſhew the native channels; 
ud riches of a ſuperfluous and moſt luxuriant 


1 price to be laid on every neceſſary of life: 

3 1 is makes a conſequential decreaſe. in the 
3 4 value of money; and it is this luxury which 
Y ; ath entirely changed the very face and 
FP, Pen. of things: the prices of every neceſ- 
* gary of life have augmented i in ſo prodigious 
15 Adiqproportion, and ſo many new wants are 
1 treated by our luxuries, that what might 
2 : # formerly ſubfiſt the Widow, only ſhews her 


4 Show much it requires to live, and how little 
9 me hath to live upon. Only reflect what 


normous ſums are ſquandered away to pam- 
er vicious flatterers in all the gilded luxuries 


e and poverty! 1470 
Shall 


» 


Erne great and various riches Which have 
3 Pprin g- tide, without an ebb to reduce the 


1 Pure, which have only cauſed a higher 


4 of life, while thoſe I piouſly plead for are 
4 end ſuffering the nipping rigours ß 
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Shall diſtreſſed Virtue kneel in vain before 
the Senate of England? No. There is 
benignity and compaſſion brilliant amongſt 
the Members of the Commons to relieve 
their neceſſities, and fulfill every idea which 
I formed of the nobleneſs of their natures, 
and the neceſſity of drawing this picture; 
which, though ill painted, is yet a true 
portrait, and worthy the obſervance of the ] 
humane and generous in general, and of the 3 
Senate in particular. 

But notwithſtanding that the Captains in 
the Navy have ſhewn their generoſity in a 
moſt | conſpicuous light by, this offer of a 
freſh contribution for the relief of the 
Widows by a 3 from their 
Pay ; yet, whenever a war may commence, 
if they would allow five per cent. out of the 
money ariſing from the prizes, a ſufficient 4 
fund would ſoon: be eſtabliſned; and the 


intereſt thereof would make a comfortable 
— penſion, in addition to the preſent eſta- 


bliſhment ; and whenever the fund was found 
to be ſufficient, the allowance voluntarily 
© * granted 


— Oy 
granted by Officers from their pay. might 
. be taken off. And as it ſometimes hap- 5 
1 pened in the laſt war, when ſmall prizes 
| ere taken by large fleets, the value whereof, 
2 when reduced to ſhares, would amount to 


8, 1 A ; 7: hl a 
„ EWittle, ſuch veſſels were given to different 
5 K - RFA 8 . | 
* Public charities; in future, on ſimilar oc- 
8 ons, I would recommend it to the 
1c 2 nv 
. fficers in general to beſtow ſuch captures 
ee g 5 8 
In the Widows*—for it is by the King's 
F NN + Com- 
in 5 | 
= * On the zoth day of Auguſt, in the fixth year of the reign 
a f George the Second, his Majeſty's Commiſſion was confirmed, 
r eſtabliſhing a Charity for relief of poor Widows uf Com 
icon and Warrant Officers of the Royal Navy; when Lord 
ie | ET orrington, Sir Charles Wager, Sir Thomas Frankland,” and 
XDdmiral Balchen, &c. were the Commiſſioners for executing 
ir ie Office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain, &c. In 
eenſequence of the petition of the Captains, Lieuteaants, 
e Mijſpcatwains, Gunners, Carpenters, Purſers, and Surgeons, an 
? batement was made of tkree-peace in the pound out af their pay 
16 nd half-pay ; and that the fund arifing thereby, as well as fac 
er Lenefaftions which well-diſpoſed perſons may at any time 
nt p-ribute, ſhould be E under the management ef a body of 
ea empowered by Gcvernment for that purpoſe: and ſuch 
je overnors are appointed from the Admigalty and the Navy 
oard; and Sir Charles Wager and Lord Archibald Hamilton 
le ere the two firſt Vice-Prelidents of this Charity; who are 
c tchoriſed to diſpoſe of the charity, gifts, and benevolences, 
1- which hall be bequeathed Cunleſi be Doners particularly dire? 


„ application : And they are likewiſe authoriſed to receive 
—_ voluntary gifts, or ſubſcriptions, of any ſum or ſums of 
voney, goods, or chatteis, which any perſon or perſons, bodies 
oliuc or corporate, ſhall be willing to give, limit, appoint, 
_ below, for the benetit of the ſaid Charity; and further to 
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e Such 2 cünfdeis 0 
. would well become a ſervice celebyated for? 
Ptrineiples generous and noble: for upon'ſuck 
:  Sccafions," what would old be a mite to 4 
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WEN - ad to collected By . e tall he e 
Coyntributed, and be veathed. 5 y WO oy, | 
In this inſtance dre, if the Officers of "the Navy a 
in the gb Parekh of? 
their pay and half-pay = long as * wall think it neceſſary} 
Cannet the Treaſurer, according to the King's Commiſſion,. order? 
the Jum arifing from ſuch donation to be cola without "ant 
Farther, expence to the Charity ? 
Aud therefore, if the 4/500 of the Navy do choſe"; to ma 
a further occaſional allowance for the ſupport of their Widows, 
ſuch allowance may be collected and received, according wy 
tenor of the original Commiſſion granted b y George the „ 
of glorious memory, of which CAROLIN. 9 Gren 
| in, was witneſs, as Guardian of the Re um. | 
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